HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 14, 2012
MINUTES
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. by Chair Virginia Strawser.
Members Present: Virginia Strawser, Bob Grieb, Georgina Valencia, Jesus Gutierrez, Steve Pastis
Committee Members Absent: Steven Cullen, William Martin
Alternate Present: Joyce Nielsen
Staff Representatives Present: Andy Chamberlain, Nancy Loliva
Citizens Present: Robert Fox, Stephanie Fox
A. Citizens’ Requests: None
B. Minutes: Georgina moved to accept the minutes of the February 22, 2012 meeting as submitted. Bob seconded.
Passed 5-0.
C. Project Reviews:
1. HPAC No. 2012-04: Andy presented a request from Robert Fox for a freestanding sign at 518 N. Locust Street
(APN 094-355-009). He added that HPAC had approved an office conversion for the property in 2006. Steve moved
to approve the request. Bob seconded. Passed 5-0. Andy explained the next steps in the process to Robert and
Stephanie Fox.
2. HPAC No. 2012-05: Andy presented a request from Doug Ross to allow the installation of wrought iron fencing
and gates at 527 and 535 N. Court Street. (APN 094-355-013, 014), noting the fence would be consistent with the
style of the building. He added that the owner is trying to “clean up” the property. Jesus moved to approve the
request. Georgina seconded. Passed 5-0.
3. HPAC No. 2012-06: Andy presented a request (made by HPAC) to remove 1308 W. Center Avenue from the
Local Register of Historic Structures because: the site is not within the Historic District; the primary building is new;
the standards and criteria necessary for retention in the Register are not present; and the site has no other historic
attributes. In answer to a question raised at the last meeting, he reported, “none of the original building was
retained.” Steve moved the Committee recommend to the City Council to remove 1308 W. Center Avenue from the
Local Register of Historic Structures. Bob seconded. Passed 5-0.
D. Discussion Items:
1. Committee/Commission Handbook Discussion
Nancy reported on proposed handbook revisions made by the Citizens Action Committee regarding committee
member absences. After raising the issue of HPAC meeting twice a month to the CAC, the CAC agreed to allow
four absences (or three consecutive) instead of three over a year as originally proposed. The new policy would go
into effect on April 1, 2012 and members can make appeals to a committee of two City Council members. A
question was raised about cancelled meetings counting as absences, and a discussion followed about how often
HPAC needs to meet. Andy said that HPAC meets twice a month because it is in the City zoning ordinance.
2. Planning Commission Recruitment
Andy reported that two seats on the Planning Commission were up for reappointment and that a third member
was terming out. The length of Planning Commission meetings was noted. The City website has information and
an application.
3. Visalia Home Builders Addition
Andy reported that he is “cranking away” so that the paperwork will be ready for a public hearing conducted by
the Planning Commission on March 26 at 7 p.m.

4. Historic Recognition Program
Nancy reported that the plaque for 525 N. Court Street and a corrected plaque for the Togni Branch Building
were in progress. Andy said he shared the proposed Court Street plaque verbiage with the property owner. Nancy
said that no other applications had been received. Virginia reported that research has already been done on
several other historic properties.
5. Update on GPURC
Nancy reported that a General Plan Update would be presented at a meeting of the Planning Commission and
City Council at Café 210 on Tuesday, March 20. The subsequent discussion included comments about the
proposed Highway 99 Regional Center.
6. Committee and Staff Comments
The length of HPAC terms was discussed, including when Jay Hohlbauch would be eligible to rejoin the
committee.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:39 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Steve Pastis
Acting HPAC Recording Secretary

